Dear Premier of Ontario:

In 2001, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act received full party assent.  In 2002, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan was released and Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation was created to help preserve, protect and restore the ecological and hydrological health of the Oak Ridges Moraine.  While much progress has been made since 2002 in the Plan’s adoption and execution, there’s a great deal more to do – both on the land (restoring vegetation, raising water quality, protecting critical habitat) and in provincial and municipal offices charged with implementing the Plan and/or monitoring and reporting on its results.   

Research and data collected through the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation’s Measuring Success on the Oak Ridges Moraine project revealed that there is serious policy, legislative, regulatory and technical support deficiencies that currently limit the ability of agencies responsible for the implementation of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan to achieve its stated objectives.  

Therefore, I support the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation calling on the government to review and amend the policies, regulations and/or technical guidelines to provide for the more effective implementation of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.  There are certain deficiencies that are of a nature and urgency that they need to be addressed and resolved immediately.  Waiting until 2015 when the Plan is scheduled for review will only facilitate continued degradation of the Oak Ridges Moraine.  

If the Province is serious about meetings its commitment to “maintain and where possible improve the health of the Oak Ridges Moraine”, they will act now to address these gaps and deficiencies.  

Sincerely, 

